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Fam ous M t. K atahdin as it Appears from a Point on the W est Branch Canoe Trip

. KATAHDIN, the highest peak in Maine and
the second highest in New England, is the
outstanding scenic feature of Maine. Its loca
tion, as a glance at the map will show, makes it
the dominating point from which radiates north,
south, east and west, a vast expanse of country which is the most
famous vacation section of the continent. Maine is world-

famous as “The Nation’s Playground,” and it is largely because
of the popularity of the Maine woods that she has had bestowed
upon her this enviable title. Katahdin’s summit is visible from
many points miles distant, and the great peak—maternal rather
than menacing in its massiveness—seems to extend the welcom
ing nod to the thousands who look to Maine for vacation out
ings, canoe trips, fishing and hunting. Katahdin has been placed
by good old Mother Nature right in the midst of a vast terri
tory resplendent in natural charms, and over all the wide-
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spread area Katahdin reigns as queen. Katahdin points the
way to many forms of recreation. First of all, it is a
constant reminder of the general vacation delights which
abound throughout the country o’er which it watches and
then it emphasizes the pleasures of canoe trips through the
many woodland waters—the Allagash cruise, the ever popular
West Branch trip and shorter excursions possible on forest lakes
and rivers—the opportunities for enjoying many forms of the
splendid sport of angling; the haunts long famous for big game,
and, finally, and not-to-be-overlooked, the allurements which
Katahdin possesses in itself for the mountaineer. Small wonder
that Katahdin, snow-crowned and radiant in the sunshine, seems
oft-times to plume herself in the pride of her wide-flung possess
ions and to extend her beneficent beckonings to all to enjoy the
riches and beauties of her Empire.
At the outset emphasis should be made of the fact that an
outing in the Katahdin country, despite the comparative isola
tion, does not entail inconveniences or lack of comfort.
An over-night journey by Pullman sleeping cars and dining and
buffet cars means arrival at Norcross, for instance, the following
morning, which permits being “right on the spot” that very day.
Mt. Katahdin and the country which it over-rules holds out
so many and diverse attractions that it has equal charms for the
men and women for whom vacations in the woods are no new
experiences, as well as for those who have yet to be initiated into
the many delights of the “great outdoors.” Whatever is desired
in recreations in the open may be found in abundance in the Mt.
Katahdin territory. For those who seek “just a vacation,” the Mt.
Katahdin section fills the bill in generous measure. The whole
country abounds in opportunities for outings. There are estab
lished camps of the first class where accommodations may be had,
or if “roughing it” is to be the program there is no finer country
for tenting or “making the camp” than in the area immediately
around Mt. Katahdin. With a “ kit,” a canoe and a guide there
is almost an endless variety of trips that can be had without
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departing from sight of Mt. Katahdin. There are numerous
entrances to the Katahdin country. Norcross is a natural gate
way, or Stacyville and the country through which the Penobscot’s
East Branch flows may be the point of entry. Then there is the
approach by canoe by the way of the West Branch trip, leaving
from Northeast Carry, on Moosehead Lake, or by the way of
Lily Bay, on Moosehead Lake, and thence by automobile transfer
to Kokad-jo on First Roach Pond and then on, over the splendid
forest boulevard to Ripogenus, where the canoe goes into the West
Branch just at the famous Ripogenus Gorge, renowned as one of
the remarkable scenic points of the Maine woods.

Climbing Mt. Katahdin

But it may be that the choice is not a vacation by canoe but
rather an “overland jaunt,” and if this be the case the Mt. Katah
din country cannot be surpassed in its offerings. Katahdin is,
admittedly, the finest sport for the mountaineer on the eastern
side of the continent. Here is the testimony of a member of the
Appalachian Mountain club:
“Until now, those whose aspirations have led toward the
summit have, for the most part, chosen the canoe approach from
the south. It is safe to believe, however, that the eastern road
from Stacyville, via Katahdin Lake, and so on in to the Great
Basin, as opened by the Appalachian Mountain Club this year for
a second time, if improved for comfortable wheel travel, would
command the bulk of the tourist business. Not only would
that be the easiest approach, but it would be speedily recognized
that that is the most scenic side of the mountain. Good trampers
do not find that route arduous today, for two long reaches of the
tote road may be eliminated by one on foot by using cut-off
trails through the forest, that not only reduces the miles, but
adds much to the attractiveness of the trip.
“Not many, if on pleasure bent, would care to push through
from railroad to mountain in a single day. It has been done, but
twenty-five Northern Maine miles constitute a thoroughly full

Chim ney Pond and South Basin—Half Way up M t. K atahdin and One of the M any Scenic Wonders of M aine’s G reat Peak
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day’s toll for one on foot, especially when toting a pack of up
ward of thirty-five pounds dead weight. Happily, such a forced
march is not necessary. Plenty of good camping places lie along
the way, and there are also two boarding camps conveniently and
attractively located where lodging can be had. For the mountain
lover here is a field that will keep him active and content for
days together, and for this purpose there is no base equal to a camp
in the Great Basin; every part of the mountain is easily accessible
thence in a day’s hike.
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too remote to be visited in a one-day’s expedition from the
Chimney Pond Camp.
“Naturally the view from such a mountain as Katahdin is an
extended and interesting one, standing as it does relatively alone
in the center of such a vast area of largely level wilderness.
Katahdin, however, is by no means a lonely mountain, as is
generally supposed, for it is surrounded by quite a little family
of eminences that are distinctly above the hill class. Traveler
Mountain, a few miles to the north, is the second highest in
the State, and Turner, its nearest neighbor on the east, and the
Sourdnahunk Mountains that flank it on the west, are probably
all of 3500 feet in elevation. But Katahdin sufficiently dominates
the landscape and commands a horizon that reaches from the
Canadian border on the north, around to Mt. Desert Island on
the south. On a bright day it seems as if every lake in Maine
was heliographing to the summit. Turner, indeed, had the courage
to count some of the lakes as he saw them on the first ascent in
1804, and recorded sixty-three in view on the Penobscot water
shed alone. Fine as is the distant prospect from the mountain,
Theodore Winthrop was right when he said that ‘Katahdin’s
self is finer than what Katahdin sees,’ and he did not know the half
of Katahdin’s beauties, for he climbed it from the west in a fog.
“In short, Katahdin is a worth-while mountain about which no
one has ever bragged with sufficient interest to half express its
superlativeness.’’

Katahdin In Indian Legend

Looking Down Eagle Lake, One of the M agnificent Basins in the
North Aroostook Country

“Two trails are now run from the Basin to the summit, the easy
and usual route being up the right hundred-foot-rock slide to the
‘Saddle,’ which connects the north and south mountains. There
is also a sportier way up the long slope of Pamola Peak, and
across the knife-edged crest to the main summits of the south
mountain. That Pamola ascent might not furnish many thrills
for the Alpinist, but for the ordinary eastern mountain tramper
the passage of the knife-edge is a safely sporty experience,
though it is certainly not a place for giddy heads, nor for steady
ones, for that matter, in the face of a blow. And as for stunts to
satisfy the nerviest of cliff climbers, there are enough and to spare
on the walls of the Basin itself, including the ascent of the Pamola
Chimney, in the climbing of which one may readily imperil
his neck and all his limbs at one and the same time. Then
there is the interesting table land, that broad open bench hundreds
of acres in extent, spreading westward behind the north and
south mountains at the elevation of the ‘Saddle,’ and which,
in days gone by, was the favorite pasture of herds of
caribou. This table land is itself capable of furnishing an
interesting day with the views into the ravines and basins
on the north and west. Nor are the almost unexplored basins
5

The magnificent proportions of Katahdin and its over-awing
presence had, as would be expected, a great influence over the
Indian aborigines who canoed through the water courses at
Katahdin’s base and who fished and hunted and camped in the

On the Allagash River—Allagash Falls in the Background
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shadow of the great peak. There is an Indian legend in the
mythology of the Abenakis tribe, of which the Penobscot Indians
was a family, that Katahdin’s topmost peak was the abode of a
monster known as Pamola. Pamola was thought to exert a
sinister spell over the entire country. The storms were indica
tions of Pamola’s wrath. An unsuccessful hunt was due to
Pamola’s displeasure and a mishap on land or in canoe was a
direct rebuke from the malevolent dweller on Katahdin.
The narratives of the first white men to visit Katahdin
early in the last century, tell of the refusal of Indian guides to
make the ascent to the mountain’s summit. They willingly went
more than half the distance but nothing could induce them to
venture to the peak of Pamola’s abode. As one historian, on a
chapter on Katahdin, writes:
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“The name of the mountain has suffered at the hands of
writers and map-makers. Ktaadn, Katahdin, Ktardn, and Cathardin, have all been noted by the writer. Only the first two are
in use today and the second appears to meet with more general
favor. Nevertheless, there is so much to be said in favor of the
first that it has been used in this paper. The word is from the
Abnaki tongue, and is said to signify highest land. As the
Indians had no written language, the spelling of their placenames is that of the early explorers, who, it may be assumed,
chose a combination of letters which represented as nearly as
possible the name as it sounded to them. In other words, they
spelled phonetically. Undoubtedly much of the confusion which
we find in the spelling of Indian words is due to the fact that some
of the early explorers were English, some French, and some Dutch.

The Lower End of M oosehead Lake, Photographed at the Blair Farm on the Eastern Shore. Squaw M ountain and
Other Peaks Loom up in the Background.

Long before the controversy over the “new” spelling, Katahdin
was the topic of controversy. Katahdin is the phonetic form,
certainly, and it is hard to get the common pronunciation from
Ktaadn which, not a few authorities claim, is the preferred spell
ing. Prof. Lucius H. Merrill of the University of Maine, a
widely known Katahdin enthusiast,has this to say about the name :

What’s In a Name

In spelling phonetically, we can readily understand how an
Englishman might adopt a spelling different from that used by a
Frenchman, since the letters in their language often have different
values.
“In looking up the scanty literature pertaining to the moun
tain, it is noticeable that a large proportion of the earlier writers
used the spelling Ktaadn. Now this is an unusual sequence of
letters in any of the languages named and we can explain it only
by the phonetic theory. Evidently the Indians laid great stress
on what we may term the second syllable of the name and very
little upon the first and last.
“There are many routes by which one may reach and ascend
Ktaadn. I have approached the mountain a number of times
by way of Sherman Mills and have a lively recollection of the

7
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“They say that Pamola is very great and very strong indeed;
that his head and face are like a man’s and his body, shape and
feet like an eagle’s, and that he can take up a moose in one of his
claws.”
Small wonder, in the light of this description, that Pamola
held sway supreme over the Katahdin country.
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roughness of the road and the chill of the Wissataquoik waters.
An easier and better route is by the West Branch. Leaving the
train at Norcross, the visitor may take the small steamer through
North Twin, Pemadumcook and Ambejejus lakes. From the
head of the latter lake one may proceed by the aid of a guide
and canoe up the West Branch to the mouth of the Aboljackamegus Stream, from which point a blazed trail leads to the foot
of the Southwest Slide. Each route has its advantages, but the
latter affords many fine views that one does not get by the
eastern approaches. On the other hand, it requires the services
of a guide to pilot one through the deadwaters and to assist at
the numerous carries.”
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It wasn’t so many years ago that a Maine woman possessed
the proud distinction of being the first of women to go to the top
of Katahdin, but the honor is hers no longer for, as in the case of
camping, canoeing, fisliing and hunting, climbing Katahdin is
a recreation which is yearly enjoyed by numerous women.
Parties generally take two days to climb Katahdin and the
night’s camp on the mountain is one of the enjoyable features
of the trip. It gives an opportunity for a genuine camping out
knowledge and for the uninitiated it is a novel experience.

Other Peaks for Mountaineers

Katahdin Iron Works, to the south of Mt. Katahdin and
reached by the way of Brownville, offers unusual opportunities
for the mountaineer. The village is picturesquely located on
Pleasant river, and in its midst is beautiful Silver lake. Katahdin
Iron Works boasts one of the highest mountains in Maine—Whitecap by name. Chairback Mountain is a comfortable day’s climb
and from its summit there is a magnificent panorama of lakes
and forest. Chairback and Saddlerock are so named because
of the shape of their heights and appropriate titles they are
Atop Saddlerock, which offers a pleasant two day’s trip with
a night’s camp, is Crater lake, a beautiful sheet which comes as a
surprise to the stranger. Across Big Houston Pond Columbus
Mountain looms majestically, and then there are also Baker,
Ebeeme, Shanty, Big and Little Spruce and Elephant mountains,
all of which are good sport for the devotee of mountain climbing.

Fishing in Katahdin Waters

Looking Across Um saskis Lake

The Mt. Katahdin country is the fisherman’s paradise. Its
angling waters are famous the world over. Where can be found
a catalogue of names that will equal the waters o’er which

The “Trails” up Mt. Katahdin

There are three “official” approaches to Mt. Katahdin. One
is the route known as the Hunt Trail, which leads from Kidney
Pond, the location of the Hunt Camps; a second is by the Abol
Trail reached by way of Abol Stream, a tributary of the
Penobscot’s west branch, and the third is the trail which leads in
from Stacyville. The last is the one used by the Appalachian
Mountain Club. All three trails have individual attractions, in
fact, enthusiastic mountaineers do not consider that they “know”
Katahdin until they have gone over each of the trails.
The Lunksoo Trail, by the way of Stacyville, offers a pictures
que contrast to the Hunt and Abol trails, as it is an overland
jaunt with the kit conveyed on pack horses rather than by canoes,
as in the case of the other two. Although the ascent of Mt.
Katahdin may be the chief feature of a trip, this will be, by no
means, the sole interest, for there are fine fishing possibilities and
then, too, there are the pleasures of camping out en route and
extraordinary opportunities for photography.

Towing a Supply Boat on the Allagash River
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Katahdin smiles. Nahmakanata, Debsconeag, Ambajejus,
Wissataquoik, Sourdnahunk and Pemadumcook make a chorus
that stirs the blood of the followers of Izaak Walton, and makes
them tingle with the anticipated pleasures of an outing in this
wonderland.
Norcross at once suggests fishing and game hunting, and it
has long been one of the most important game centers in Maine.
Ambajejus Lake, where the West Branch waters come into the
lower lakes, is an old-time favorite, and equally popular is
Pemadumcook. From the latter it is but a short trip to Nah
makanata or Jo Mary. Going up the West Branch, past Ambejejus and Passamagamoc falls, the Debsconeag lakes are reached
and from the first of this quartet of fine waters a trip may be made
to Hurd Pond and Rainbow Lake. It is needless to attempt a
complete list of fishable waters in this locality. Some of the places
easily accessible from Nahmakanata or Debsconeag are Cooper
Brook, Tumble-Down-Dick Brook, Wadleigh, Mud, Church,
Doughnut, Luncheon, Pollywog, Female, Musquash, Penobscot,
Long, Henderson, Rabbit, Leavitt, Prentiss ponds, and Salmon,
Farrar and Bean brooks.
Sourdnahunk stream and lake and the adjacent waters have
long been famous. The lake is reached after an eighteen-mile
trip up the stream. Westward from the stream and to the east of
Mt. Katahdin, are Kidney, Slaughter, Daisy, Beaver, Little
Beaver, Rocky, Little Rocky, Tracy, Elbow, Windy Pitch,
Jackson, Lily ponds, Lily Pad, Draper and Deer ponds. Still
farther to the west are Harrington Lake, Forest Pond, Soper
Brook and Sandy Stream. All these waters are proven fishing
grounds of the first class.
Well up among the leading fishing grounds are the East
Branch waters. The starting points for the choice spots in this
Just Below Allagash Falls on the Allagash River

On M usquocook Stream , a Thoroughfare in a W idely Known
Fishing Section
11

locality are Grindstone, Stacyville and Patten. The Wissata
quoik Stream and tributaries, Katahdin Stream, Dacy Pond and
brook, Seven Ponds, Big Pond, and Turner brooks, are noted
for their big trout and salmon.
Other East Branch waters are Sebois and Little Sebois rivers,
Day’s Pond, White Horse Lake, Hay Lake, Scraggly, Snowshoe
and Seboois lakes, Center, Mud and Jones ponds, Hay Lake and
Dead Brooks, Lunksoo pond and brook, Bowlin pond and brook,
Springer, Mud and Swift brooks, Soldier pond and brooks,
Burntland and Youngs ponds, Sand Bank Brook, Messer, Little
field, Blunder, and Frost ponds, Trout Brook, Wadleigh Brook,
Saddle Pond, Webster lake and brook, and Telos lake and brook.
Beautiful Chamberlain Lake is at the head of East Branch
waters and has numerous tributaries. The Shinn ponds, ten
miles in from Patten, are famous fishing waters and abound in
fine trout and salmon. The cool waters offer good fly fishing,
even in the midst of hot weather. The same conditions will be
12
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found at Grand Lake, below Grand Lake Dam, at the head of
the East Branch.
And it is not only the waters that lave its outspread base to
which Mt. Katahdin extends the invitation. For she points
also to the famous fishing waters to her northland—lakes and
forest streams that are nation-famous for the magnificent fish
which they contain. The largest basins to Katahdin’s north are
the Fish River lakes—Square Lake, Round Lake, Portage Lake,
St. Froid Lake, Eagle Lake, all of which are rightly distinguished
for salmon, trout and toque. These waters are particularly re
nowned for their salmon fishing.

Canoeing in the Katahdin Country

The waters around and about Mt. Katahdin have long been
avenues for the aboriginal canoe. Indeed, years before the first
white man ventured into the wilderness which has now become the
favorite playground, the water-ways of the great woods were
the much-traveled paths for the redmen. They camped and
fished and hunted in the very localities that are now the resorts
for vacationists from distant cities not yet dreamed of when the
Penobscot Indians plied the great river which perpetuates
their name and its devious tributaries and the many lakes over
which Katahdin is the guardian spirit.
The supreme vacation today is that offered by the many canoe
trips in the Maine woods. In no locality are trips possible
which match in diversity of scenic attractions the magnificent
cruises through the various waters some nearby and others,
in mileage, far remote from Katahdin, but not sufficiently dis
tant to miss entirely the mystic charm which the great mountain
o’ercasts throughout the playground state of Maine.
The two most famous trips are the Allagash and West Branch
cruises.

Where the St. John River Winds Between its Receding Shores

The Allagash Canoe Trip

Starting point—Northeast Carry, Moosehead Lake
Terminus—Fort Kent on the St. John River
Distance—203 miles
Time—From eight days to four weeks
The most famous canoe trip in America is the Allagash trip.
It begins on the Penobscot River’s West Branch, at Northeast
Carry, and the terminus is the town of Fort Kent, on the St.
John River, far up on the boundary line between Maine and
New Brunswick. The Allagash cruise is through a magnificent
forest country, resplendent on all sides with surpassing scenic
charms, and the course is through a vast territory abounding in
opportunities for fishing and hunting.

Another Picture of Chim ney Pond on M t. K atahdin
13
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In the Picturesque Valley of the St. John River, Near St. Francis

Northeast Carry, the starting point of the Allagash trip, is
reached from Moosehead Lake. The first twenty miles, after
the launching of canoes at the carry, are down the picturesque
West Branch of the Penobscot River. The “Half Way House,”
ten miles from Northeast Carry, is a favorite camping spot if
the start is made in the afternoon. In the second ten-mile
course, Moosehorn, Ragmuff and Pine streams are passed, and
then Chesuncook Lake, a fine expanse of water, is reached.
At the head of Chesuncook, Umbazooksus Stream is entered
and nine miles down the stream brings the canoe into Umba
zooksus Lake. It is a paddle of a mile over the lake to a carry of
a couple of miles. At the carry Tom Henderson’s team trans
ports the canoes overland. At the end of the carry the canoe
goes into Mud Pond, and then there is a mile stretch down the
outlet to Chamberlain Lake. It is a paddle of six miles to the

In Camp on Allagash Carry

15

head of Chamberlain Lake. There is a short carry around the
dam. Then the canoe goes into the stream for a short run to
Eagle Lake. It is a ten-mile paddle over Eagle Lake and then
the canoe enters the thoroughfare of two miles connecting Eagle
and Churchill lakes. Churchill Lake is five miles long and at
its foot is Chase Carry, about a mile in length.
At the end of the carry the canoe goes into the Allagash River
for a run of ten miles to Amsaskis Lake. Five miles over the
lake and a thoroughfare leads into Long Lake, which means
another five-mile stretch to the Allagash River again for a straight
course of ten miles. The next break in the trip is Round Pond,
and it is three miles over the pond to another entry into the
Allagash for a fifteen-mile dash to Allagash Falls. At the falls
the canoe is taken out for a short carry and then it goes into the
river below the falls. It is now smooth going to St. Francis, just
north of the point of confluence of the Allagash and St. John rivers.
Although St. Francis is the actual terminus of the Allagash
trip, it is generally continued down the St. John River to Fort
Kent. If the trip ends at St. Francis, the Bangor & Aroostook
train may be taken to Fort Kent and thence to Bangor or to other
points. There is also railroad connection between Fort Kent and
Van Buren, another topmost town on the Maine map, and the
trip is interesting, as it skirts the border line and follows closely
the banks of the gt. John River. There are interesting towns
on both sides of the river, inhabited largely by French-speaking
people who are descendants of the early Acadian settlers. From
Van Buren it is a pleasant trip of a dozen miles to the Grand
Falls of the St. John River, well named the “Niagara of the East.”
The custom in making a canoe trip down the Allagash is to
take tent, provisions, cooking utensils and other necessaries,
and then go into camp wherever night or the inclination to get
ashore o’ertakes the canoeist. There are numerous good camping
places with clear springs for drinking water and surroundings
that are alluring.
16
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Along the Allagash routes are various camps where provisions
may be secured if the supply is running low and where, if desired,
meals and lodging may be had. These camps are:
Joe Sm ith’s, the Half-Way House, about ten miles from
Northeast Carry.
Ansel B. Sm ith’s, at the head of Chesuncook Lake.
The Lincoln Pulpwood Co.’s Camp, at the Chamberlain
Farm on Chamberlain Lake.
W. H. Cunliffe & Sons’ Camp, on Umbasaskis Lake.
J. T. Michaud’s Farm, about two miles before reaching
Allagash Falls.
Thomas Gardner’s Camp, at the junction of the Allagash
and St. John rivers.
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The Allagash Lake trip is frequently taken for a short excursion
when, as shown by the table on page 29, the route is reversed
from the course taken for the Allagash trip.

The Allagash Lake Trip

An alternate route which may be taken on the trip down the
Allagash, and one that well repays the extra time expended is
that which takes the canoeist through Caucomgomoc and
Allagash lakes. At the head of Chesuncook Lake, instead of
continuing up Umbazooksus Stream, the canoe is headed in a
northwesterly course into Caucomgomoc Stream through Black
Pond into Caucomgomoc Lake, thence through the deadwater
for four miles into Round Pond. Between Round Pond and

A Choice Cam ping Place Among th e Birches

The West Branch Canoe Trip

Allagash Lake there is a carry of three miles. At the carry Tom
Henderson’s teams will transport the canoes overland. After
the carry there is a paddle of four and a half miles over Allagash
Lake. From the lake there is a run of seven miles by way of
Allagash Stream to Chamberlain Lake.

Starting Point—Northeast Carry, Moosehead Lake.
Terminus—Norcross, at the foot of North Twin Lake.
Distance—80 miles.
Time—From four to seven days.
Because of the comparatively short time in which the trip can
be made, and on account of the exceptionally fine scenery which
characterizes the cruise, the canoe trip down the West Branch of
the Penobscot River is probably the most popular of all woods
excursions. The start for the West Branch trip is made at
Northeast Carry, reached from Moosehead Lake.
The canoe goes into the West Branch waters at the carry and
it is a picturesque course down the West Branch for twenty
miles to Chesuncook Lake. Midway on the West Branch,
between Northeast Carry and the entrance to Chesuncook is the
Half-Way House, which is a favorite camping place, particularly
if the start is made from Northeast Carry in the afternoon.
When Chesuncook Lake is reached it rests with the canoeist
whether the distance of eighteen miles down the lake will be
paddled or whether advantage will be taken of the steamboat
transportation. At the foot of Chesuncook the canoe is put into
Ripogenus Lake for a run of six miles to the big dam at the foot
of the lake. Here there is a carry and there are teams to take the
canoes and dunnage. At the end of the carry the canoe is put
into the West Branch again at a point known as the Big Eddy.
Upper Umbajackamegus Falls are encountered shortly and the
canoe goes through this quick water, but the “lower” falls make
necessary a carry of half a mile.

17
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The Falls of the Allagash River
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A Panoram ic View of M t. K atahdin and Tu

There is now a succession of swift pitches, appropriately
called the Horse Race, and about two and a half miles in extent.
With favorable conditions, the canoes generally go through the
Horse Race with passengers aboard, but occasionally the water is
sufficiently turbulent to make the passengers choose the path
which runs along the bank while the guide negotiates the current.
At the end of the Horse Race the canoe goes through Sourdna
hunk deadwater to the dam at the foot of Sourdnahunk Stream,

A Party in Camp on Round Pond
19

where there is a short carry. Four miles down the West Branch
are Abol Falls, which makes necessary another short carry. After
the canoe goes into the water again, there is a straight course
down the river to Pockwockamus Falls. Here the canoe comes
out for a carry to Pockwockamus deadwater, and then it is clear
traveling to Debsconeag Falls, where the West Branch takes a
drop of thirty or so feet and these falls make necessary still
another short carry. At Passamagamoc Falls there is the last
carry of the trip and then there is a clear stretch into Ambajejus
Lake. At the head of Ambajejus, steamboats may be boarded
for the trip down Ambajejus Lake to Pemadumcook Lake,
thence to North Twin Lake to Norcross, the terminus of the West
Branch canoe trip. At Norcross there is a hotel where clothes
may be changed and preparations made for a trip city-wards by
the Bangor & Aroostook Railroad.
The West Branch canoe trip is over a route abounding in some
of the finest scenery in Maine. There are many opportunities
for side trips for fishing, hunting and camping out along the
West Branch cruise. Some of the neighboring waters are Caribou,
Cuxabexis, Caucomgomoc lakes, the Hurd Pond, Rainbow Lake,
First, Second and Third Debsconeag lakes. From Third
Debsconeag Lake there is a passage to the head of Pemadumcook
and from Pemadumcook can be reached Jo Mary Stream to
Jo Mary Lake. The Jo Mary waters have long been renowned
in hunting and fishing circles. Another favorite fishing water is
Millinocket Lake, which may be reached from Ambajejus Lake.
Two streams which have a good name among fishermen are
Aboljackamegus and Aboljackamegassic streams, which flow
20
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•ner M ountain as Seen from K atahdin Lake

into the West Branch in the vicinity of Abol Falls. From Abol
there is a fine trail to Mt. Katahdin which is much used by
mountain climbers; indeed, approaching Mt. Katahdin by the
way of the West Branch, whether the start is made at Northeast
Carry or at Ripogenus, reached by the “short-cut” by way of
Lily Bay and Kokad-jo, adds twofold to the delights of a Katah
din trip.
Two popular short canoe trips from Northeast Carry are
the Pine Pond and Lobster Lake trips. The Pine Pond trip
leads down the West Branch from Northeast Carry for 17 miles,
when a turn to the east is made, up Pine Stream for eight miles,
into Pine Pond. This is a picturesque excursion, and offers
opportunity for good fishing. Lobster Lake is considered to be
one of the most beautiful in the Maine woods. It is easily reached
from Northeast Carry. Four miles down the West Branch from
Northeast Carry brings the canoe to Lobster Stream and then
it is four miles up the stream, an uncommonly beautiful woods
waterway, to Lobster Lake. The lake is so named because
of its two far-spreading arms which suggest lobster claws in
shape. Ther are some fine camping spots on Lobster Lake.

East Branch of the Penobscot which, like the Allagash and West
Branch trips, begins at Northeast Carry and follows a course
through lakes and streams from which frequent glimpses can be
had of Mt. Katahdin. In the mention of canoe trips omission
must not be made of the magnificent lakes in the country to
the north of Mt. Katahdin—those splendid basins like Portage,
Eagle, Square, St. Froid, Cross, Long Fish and Musquocook,
and many smaller ones—all of which are equally famed for

Some Other Canoe Trips

The Allagash and West Branch trips are but two of many canoe
trips which are available in the Mt. Katahdin country. Other trips
are the cruise down the St. John River, for which the start is made
at Northwest Carry, Moosehead Lake, and the terminus of
which is St. Francis just north of the point of confluence of the
Allagash and St. John rivers. Then there is the trip down the

Canoeists En Route Down the Allagash River
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bridge, across the St. John river between Van Buren on the Maine
and St. Leonard’s on the Canadian side, there is direct connection
between the Bangor & Aroostook Railroad and the Canadian
Government Railway, which runs right through the heart of the
Metapedia country from St. Leonard’s to Campbellton on Bay
Chaleur, 112 miles away.
Salmon, trout and other game fish are in the streams and big
game abounds in the woods. It is the best sporting ground that
can be found and it is now reached without toilsome travel or
inconvenience.
For more than one generation the select few have known that
the rivers flowing into Bay Chaleur supply the finest salmon
fishing in the world. The Restigouche is the principal of these
rivers, although some of its tributaries are almost as large as the
main stream at the confluence. The Metapedia, the Cascapedia
and the Upsalquitch have, with the Restigouche, the well-deserved
reputation given them by sportsmen. The Canadian Government
Railway touches the headwaters of the Restigouche within a
few miles after leaving the settlements at the southern terminus.
Before the road reaches Campbellton it crosses the Upsalquitch.
This is the most renowned of the salmon streams of this region.
The fisherman on this stream is always sure of the best of sport.
At Five Fingers station, about thirty-five miles from Van
Buren, the tourist is within a very few miles of another stream
which traverses the wilderness of central New Brunswick. This
is the Tobique, a large affluent of the St. John, and it is famous for
big game and splendid fishing.
Besides serving this fishing and hunting country, the Bangor &
Aroostook Railroad is the quick and easy route for the many
Americans who go to Bay Chaleur points for the warm weather
The “ B asin” of M t. K atahdin and the Cam ping Place of the
Appalachian M t. Club

fishing, canoeing and camping. Then there are the shorter
canoe trips, like the Allagash Lake trip, the Pine Pond trip, and
the numerous canoe excursions on the West Branch and East
Branch waters, right under the shadow of Mt. Katahdin.

The Metapedia Short Line

And hardly beyond Mt. Katahdin’s domain is the famous
fishing and hunting country “over the border”—the region of
New Brunswick, just across the boundary line from Maine,
which revels in such famous waters as the Metapedia, the Cas.
capedia, the Restigouche and the Upsalquitch, rivers that are
known the world over for their fine fishing and for the reason
that they flow through a country renowned as the hunting place
for moose, caribou and deer. The Bangor & Aroostook Railroad,
besides being the inlet to the Mt. Katahdin country, is also the
short and quick route to this marvellous and pioneer region of
New Brunswick. Since the opening of the International Railway

Ripogenus Gorge on the W est Branch, Long Renowned Because
of Its Scenic Grandeur
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months. Some of these resorts which enjoy greater popularity
each season are Campbellton, Dalhoiisie, Bathurst, Perce, Gaspe
and Restigouche, the three last named being on the famous
Gaspe Peninsula.

A Canoeing Party Ashore on Cham berlain Lake

In Com fortable Cam ping Quarters on Mud Pond Stream

Hunting ’Round Katahdin

Katahdin’s earliest fame came from the stories brought by the
Indians of the moose, caribou and deer which were to be found
in such abundance in the deep woods in the locality of the
mountain. The redskins recognized Katahdin as the premier
point for a successful hunt, and although a half a century has seen
a striking contrast in many places which have advanced from
the primitive to the stage of civilization, Katahdin and its country
still hold a foremost place for hunting. It is true that moose and
caribou are protected by law at the present time, but there are
deer in abundance. And many a Katahdin buck is as proud a
prize as a moose. Norcross and Stacyville and Patten are re
nowned because of the many and fine deer which they send out
each season, and it is for the Katahdin country that these stations
are shipping points.
The Vacation Bureau of the Bangor & Aroostook Railroad will
be glad to give special attention to inquiries regarding deer
hunting in the Mt. Katahdin country.

right in the heart of the Katahdin country. Obviously no better
location could be had for practical work in the training for
forestry. Students come to this summer school from the Univer
sity of Maine, Yale, Harvard, Syracuse and other institutions
which have courses in this new profession which is attracting
many young men.
Other camp schools are for college students, and then there are
preparatory schools for girls and boys who are to enter higher
institutions in the fall. There’s no better preparation, mental
or physical, for entrance to college than a summer in the woods.

Summer Schools in the Woods

The Maine woods are constantly gaining new prominence
because of the number of summer schools which are located
on lakes and streams and mountain side. These school camps,
for girls and boys, are scattered all over this vacation land. One
of these is the recently opened summer school of the Maine
Forestry Department at Camp Lunksoo, in from Stacyville, and

A Fine Catch in Third Debsconeag Lake, One of the W ell-K nown
Fishing Waters in the W est Branch Country
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At Inlet Camps, the Fam ous Resort on Square Lake, Which is Renowned for Its Fine Salm on Fishing

The Fish River Chain of Lakes

Mention has been made of the north Aroostook waters, which
are becoming more famous each season. The Fish River Chain
of Lakes, so called because of their emptying into the Fish River
wdiich runs to the north as a tributary of the St. John River, are
among the most celebrated of Aroostook basins and are justly
renowned as salmon waters. The larger of these lakes are
Square Lake, Portage Lake, Eagle Lake, Cross Lake, Mud Lake,
St. Froid Lake, Big Fish Lake, and Long Lake.
Summer cottages and camps on the Fish River Chain of
Lakes are:
Rate per Rate per
The Birches, Portage, M aine......................................
Camp Iverson, Portage, M aine..................................
27

Day

$2.00
2.50

Week

$12.00
15.00

Moose Point Camps, Portage,’M aine.......................
Oak Point Camps, Portage, M aine...........................
Peters Camps, Portage, M aine..................................
Big Fish Lake Camps, Ashland, M aine...................
Titus Home Camps, Eagle Lake, M aine.................
Square Lake Inlet Camps, Guerette, M aine...........
Square Lake Camps, Stockholm, M aine,.................

$2.00
2.00
2.00
2.00
2.50
2.00
2.00

$12.00
11.00
12.00
12.00
15.00
10.50
10.50

The Bangor & Aroostook Railroad’s vacation bureau has a
handsomely illustrated folder devoted to Salmon Fishing in The
Fish River Chain of Lakes, copies of which will be sent upon
receipt of one cent to cover postage. This folder gives pictures
of the lakes, of the camps and characteristic fishing photographs.
The Vacation Bureau will be glad to answer questions in
regard to fishing trips in these splendid waters.
28
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A Table of Canoe Trips
in the Bangor & Aroostook Territory

Trips to Suit All Purses

W ith Estim ated Distances from Point to Point
along each Route

West Branch Trip—80 Miles

West Branch .......................
C arry ............................................
Pockwockamus Deadwater. ..
C arry ............................................
Debsconeag D eadw ater..........
C arry ............................................
West B ra n c h ..............................
Carry ............................................
Ambajejus Lake .......................
Pemadumcook L a k e .................
North Twin L ake.......................

Miles
3
H
3
A
2
A
IA
A
6
4
4

Miles
Northeast C arry ....................... 2
Penobscot West B ranch.......... 20
Umbazooksus Stream ............... 9
Umbazooksus L ake................... 1
C arry ............................................ 2
Mud Pond .................................. 1
O u tle t.......................................... 1
Chamberlain L ake..................... 6
C arry ........ .................... 10 rods
Eagle L ake.................................. 12
Thoroughfare.............................. 2
Churchill L ake............................ 5

Chase’s C a r r y ............................
Allagash R iver............................
Umsaskis L ake............................
Long L a k e ..................................
Allagash R iver............................
Round P o n d ................................
River to Allagash Falls ..........
C arry ............................................
Allagash R iver...........................
St. John River to Connors. ..
St. John River to Fort K e n t..
St. John River to Van Buren ..

Miles
1
10
5
5
10
3
15
I
13
16
14
50

Miles
Northeast Carry ....................... 2
Penobscot West B ranch.......... 20
Umbazooksus Stream ............... 9
Umbazooksus L ake................... 1
C arry ............................................ 2
Mud P ond .................................... 1
Outlet .......................................... 1
Chamberlain Lake .. .. *............
........... 5
Thoroughfare.............................. 3
Telos Lake.................................... 5
C a n al............................................ 1
Webster L a k e .............................. 3
Webster Stream .......................... 10

Indian C a rry ..............................
Penobscot East B ra n c h ..........
Second L ake................................
East B ranch................................
Grand L ake................................
East Branch to Stair Falls . . . .
C arry ............................. 40 rods
East B ranch................................
C arry ............................................
Quick W ater and Falls . . . . . . .
East Branch to W issataquoik.
East Branch to Grindstone...

Miles
A
1 Vi
4
4
4
5
2
A
4
15
14

Miles
Wagon R o a d ............................. 10
Long Lake .................................. 8
Thoroughfare............................. A
Mud L ake.................................... 2
Thoroughfare............................. 1
Cross L a k e .................................. 4
T horoughfare.............................. A
Square L ak e................................ 4
Thoroughfare.............................. 4

Miles
Eagle Lake to statio n ......... 6
Lake from station to river . . . . 3
Fish R iv e r................................... 14
C a rry .............................50 Rods
Fish R iv e r............................. 2
Carry
30rods
Fish R iv e r.................................... 2
St. John River to Van Buren .. 50

Miles
Follow Allagash River trip to
Chamberlain Lake.
Up Chamberlain L a k e ............. 9
Allagash Stream ......................... 7
Allagash L a k e ............................ 4
.................
C arry ...............

Miles
Round P o n d ................................ 1
D ead w ater.................................. 4
Caucomgomoc L a k e ................. A
Caucomgomoc Stream ............... 12
Return from Chesuncook by
West Branch route.

Miles
Northeast C arry ....................... 2
Penobscot West B ranch.......... 20
Chesuncook Lake .................... 21 A
C arry ............................................ 3
Gulliver’s P itch ......................... XA
The Horse R ace......................... 2
Sourdnahunk D eadw ater......... 2 A
C arry ............................. 40 rods
West Branch .............................. 4
C arry ............................................ A

Allagash Trip—203 Miles

East Branch Trip -118 Miles

Van Buren Circuit—111 Miles

Allagash Lake Trip—99 Miles

Northeast Carry.

Pine Ponds Trip—27 Miles

.. . .2 miles
Penobscot West B ranch.............17 miles
Pine Stream ................... 8 miles

St. John Trip—231 Miles

Northwest C arry.......................
West Branch to Gulliver’s Falls
West Branch to Big Island . . . .
West Branch to Jet. N. and S.
Branches................................
North Branch to Abacotnetic
B o g ..........................................

Miles
3
10
4
2
25

29

C arry .............................................
Sweeney B ro o k .........................
Baker L ake..................................
St. John South Branch ..........
St. John River to Allagash...
St. John River to Fort K e n t..
St. John River to Van Buren.

RAILROAD

Miles
2
4
2A
14
85
30
50

The table of canoe trips in the Bangor & Aroostook territory
shown on the opposite page will emphazise the fact that the
variety of forest cruises makes it possible for a selection to fit
any length of vacation or any size of purse. Canoe trips may
be had varying in duration from only several days to many
weeks. Naturally the length of time to be spent on the trip
governs the expense. It is not out of place to reiterate the fact
that a vacation in the great section reached by the Bangor &
Aroostook Railroad will give a more generous return for the
money expended than can be had in any other section of the
country.
While this publication contains detailed information regarding
only the Allagash and West Branch trips, the Bangor & Aroostook
Railroad Vacation Bureau will be glad to furnish all desired
information relating to the other trips shown in this table.

What a Vacation Costs

The expense of a vacation, in the Mt.
Katahdin country, as in other localities,
depends largely upon individual choice.
There are, of course, the fixed prices for
a stay at a camp, this rate varying from
$2.00 to $3.00 a day, with special rates
for parties and prolonged visits. If a
guide is to be employed his fee will be
from $3.00 to $4.00 a day, with an addi
tional outlay for his board if stops are
made at established camps. In the case
of a canoe trip there is the expense of
the guide’s railroad fare from the termi
nus of the trip back to the starting point.
The matter of provisions for a camping
out trip or for a trip up Mt. Katahdin or
for a canoe excursion will depend upon
the elaborateness of the outfit and,
naturally, upon the length of time that
is to be occupied. There is to be consid
ered, also, the railroad fare, in the case
of going to a camp, the charge for trans
portation by team, motorboat, canoe or
automobile from the railroad station to
the camp, the expense for board at the
camp, and in the case of an outside excur
sion, whether for camping, canoeing,
fishing or mountain climbing, the guide’s
fees and expenses and the outlay for
provisions.
In regard to the guide’s charges, it
should be remembered that the guide’s
services embrace much more than the
name implies. Besides handling the
canoe or leading the way on overland
trails, the guide makes camp, cooks the
meals and assumes the responsibility
of making his “sport’s” outing a redletter event. The testimony of men and
women who have taken trips with Maine
guides is unanimous in praise of the
guide’s general capability, his good nature,
his eagerness to please and his willing
ness to impart the many little lessons of
woods lore that are invaluable.
To catalogue the famous men who
have found enjoyment in the Maine
woods would mean the printing of a
lengthy list. There are many accounts
of experiences to be found in the works of
distinguished authors, from the naturalist,
31
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Thoreau to the versatile Theodore
Roosevelt who chose to designate
his party as “the Bull Moose.”
Mark Twain, guided by the famous
Old Town Indian, Louis Ketchum,
made the trip to Mt. Katahdin
and back, before the days of the
railroad. They embarked in canoes
at Indian Island, opposite Old
Town, and paddled up the Penob
scot to Mattawamkeag, where they
entered the West Branch to Nor
cross and then followed the canoe
path that is so much traversed
today. It seems a pity that the
observant humorist could not have
made another trip in recent years
so that he could have contrasted
the modern scenes with those of
earlier days.
Thoreau, as it is well known,
devoted a volume to the Maine
woods and his story of the ascent
of Katahdin is a classic. He also
made the West Branch canoe trip,
and his observations are interesting
even today, although there have
been many changes since his
pioneer experiences. It is remark
able, however, how comparatively
small are the inroads made by
the intrusion of modern indus
trial progress. This is particularly
true of the section in the immediate
vicinity of Mt. Katahdin where
the classic descriptions written half
a century ago apply today as they
did then. Perhaps the most strik
ing contrast between the present
and the days of the early enthusi
asts is the comfort and ease and
quickness with which this great
vacation country can be reached
compared with the length of time
and discomforts which the journey
had in the days of Thoreau and the
first-coming white men to the
haunts of the aborigines.
Scenically speaking and from the
view-point of the mountaineer who
wishes to “rough it,” Katahdin has
lost not a whit of its grandeur and
attraction.
33
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On the Trail w hich Leads up M t. K atahdin by the Ascent by Way of Stacyville

Questions that Are Asked
Where can information be obtained in regard to the various
places in the Maine woods?
From the Vacation Bureau, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad,
Bangor, Maine, which will answer inquiries regarding, canoeing,
35

camping, fishing or hunting trips, and will also give suggestions
as to places and camps for vacations.
Is an elaborate outfit necessary for a vacation in the woods?
Commonsense short skirts, high shoes, flannel shirt or shirt
waist and an outing hat make a suitable costume for women.
An old suit, preferably woolen, flannel shirt, cap or outing hat,
36
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heavy shoes, moccasins or “lumbermen’s” rubbers for men.
Silk hosiery is not serviceable for woods wear and men and women
find sweaters useful.
How many passengers does a canoe carry on a canoe trip?
Ordinarily two persons to a canoe, that is, the guide and one
passenger. Parties in which there are expert canoeists sometimes
don’t have a guide for each canoe, but a guide to each canoe is
advisable in most cases.
Is it necessary to buy provisions before leaving for Maine?
No, there are outfitting stores at numerous points. Engage
your guide in advance, tell him the length of time you plan to
spend on your trip and the number in your party, and he will
make the necessary purchases and have everything boxed and
ready the day he is to meet you.
What canoe trip is the best for a party coming into the Maine
woods for the first time?
The Allagash trip is the most famous canoe trip in the country.
Unless a much shorter trip, like the West Branch trip, the
Allagash trip will be the most satisfactory.
What about furnishing the canoe, tent and other necessary
equipment for a canoe and camping out trip?
The guide will furnish canoe, tent, cooking utensils, and if you
make a special request, most guides will have extra fishing tackle,
shotguns and rifles.

A Picturesque Spot at Lam son’s Camps, Portage Lake
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Ticket Offices and Agencies

At which information can be obtained and tickets purchased
to points on or via the Bangor & Aroostook Railroad.
B altim ore, M d .............W. M . Hirsh, Ticket Agent, Penn. R. R. Station.
B angor, M e .................... B. A. Brackett, Ticket Agent, Union Station
B osto n , M a ss................R. D. Jones, City Ticket Agent, cor. Wash, and Court Sts.
B o sto n , M a ss................ J. M . French, Ticket Agent, North Station
B oston , M a ss................ J. S. Carder, C. P. A..Eastern S. S. Corp., 332 W ashington St.
B oston , M a ss................ Wm. Tarbox, T. A., Eastern S. S. Corp., India Wharf
B oston , M a ss................Thos. Cook & Son, 336 W ashington St.
B o sto n , M a ss................ Raym ond & W hitcomb, 300 W ashington St.
B o sto n , M a ss................ Beekman Tourist Co., 256 W ashington St.
. N ew H aven, C on n . . . . J. J. Powers, Ticket Agent, Union Station
N ew Y ork C ity .............J. W. Hope, Ticket Agent, Grand Central Terminal
N ew Y ork C ity .............C. F. Doran, City Ticket Agent, 171 Broadway
| N ew Y ork C ity .............L. W. Lloyd, 1180 Broadway
l N ew Y ork C it y ............ Thos Cook & Son, 245 Broadway
N ew Y ork C it y .............Raym ond & W hitcomb, 225 F ifth Avenue
P h ilad elp h ia, P a ......... B. H. Loveless, T. A., Penn. R. R., Broad Street Station
i P h ilad elp h ia, P a ......... W. B. Conard, T. A., P. & R., Reading Terminal
| P h ilad elp h ia, P a ........Thos. Cook & Son, 137 South Broad St.
P h ilad elp h ia, P a ........ Raymond & W hitcomb Co., 1005 Chestnut St.
P ortlan d , M e ................ L. W. M erritt, Ticket Agent, Union Station
P rovidence, R. I .......... J. P. Thorndike, Ticket Agent, Union Station
Springfield, M ass. . . . F. B. Dearborn, Ticket Agent, Union Station
Springfield, M ass. . . .Thos. Cook & Son, 389 M ain St.
W ash in gto n , D. C ___Edward Birch, Ticket Agent, Union Station
W orcester, M a ss......... C. B. Hastings, Ticket Agent, Union Station
W orcester, M a s s......... Thos. Cook & Son, 368 and 385 M ain St.

The Bangor & Aroostook Railroad’s
Vacation Bureau

The Bangor & Aroostook Railroad’s Vacation Bureau offers
without cost expert assistance to women and men who wish
information in regard to vacations in the Mt. Katahdin country.
This bureau is conducted by the office of the passenger traffic
manager and can be addressed for answers to questions about
localities for camping, canoeing, hunting and fishing, what locali
ties are preferable for certain seasons and particular forms of
recreations, what trains to take, what is required in the way of
outfits—these and other points on which information may be
desired will be freely given upon application.
Publications issued by the Bangor & Aroostook Railroad’s
Vacation Bureau are as follows:
“ In the Maine Woods” 1917 number is the best of the
series and is admittedly the handsomest of all vacation
annuals. It tells about Fishing, Hunting, Canoeing and
the other delights easily reached. Rich in illustrations,
maps, with fullest information about camps, guides,
rates—in short all one wishes to know. Sent upon
receipt of ten cents in stamps.
M ount K atahdin and Its Vast Vacation Country.
Canoeing, Fishing, Camping. Sent upon receipt of
2 cents in stamps.
Salmon Fishing in the Fish River Chain of Lakes.
Sent upon receipt of 1 cent stamp.
Wall Maps in three colors of Northern Maine. Sent *
upon receipt of 3 cents in stamps.
Time Folder showing time of trains, Parlor, Sleeping
and Dining Car Service. Sent upon receipt of 1 cent
stamp.
Address: Vacation Bureau, Room 23, Graham Building,
Bangor, Maine.
GEO. H. HOUGHTON,
Passenger Traffic M anager,
Bangor, Mairie.
rand

M c N a l l y 8 c C o .,

new

York

